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Volunteers Help Flood Victims

The heavy rains drenching the Mid-
west this summer have Wisconsin
Community Service volunteers hard at
work. According to State Federation
President Deirdre Johnson, 40 volun-
teers left camp meeting June 21 to
help flood victims in Black River
Falls, a small town nearly 90 miles
from Camp Go Seek.

Over 80 homes in Black River
Falls were lost. One volunteer esti-
mated that contamination from sewage
and flood waters had ruined approxi-
mately 80 percent of victims' belong-
ings. Damaged buildings included
dwellings for the handicapped, the
elderly, and a HUD apartment house.

The Adventist group joined the
Red Cross and Salvation Army in the
clean-up. Church members carted out
furniture from homes, shoveled mud,
distributed comfort kits and nearly 60
loaves of freshly baked bread from the
camp kitchen.

Volunteers were shocked by the
height of the flood waters. Muddy
stripes on walls and telephone poles
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marked flood levels; on the
first floor of one apartment,
the water had come to within
a foot of the ceiling.

Jane and Harlow
Peterson (Almond) helped
distribute 42 boxes of
clothing. According to Jane,
a baby quilt in one of the
boxes found a good home.
"A very expectant mother

came along," she reports.
"She had lost all the things
she had for the baby. She hoped the
baby would be late, as it was due and
she didn't know what she would do. . .
She really appreciated the quilt."
Harlow tells of one flabbergasted
resident: "Not one member of my
church has come to help," the man
told Harlow, "and here you all are!"
In a recent conference call, N.A.D.
Church Ministries Director Monte
Sahlin commended Wisconsin
Community Service volunteers for
their way of handling the disaster.
According to Johnson, Black River

Y.E.S. Pilot Program

A new one-year program to help
deserving students attend Wisconsin
Academy was approved in the June 29
Executive Committee. Under the new
plan, constituency members will have
a part in raising the $50,000 - $60,000
needed to cover the Youth Educational
Scholarships (Y.E.S.) given each year.

Jane Peterson gives a baby quilt
to someone who will soon need it!

Falls is now starting to rebuild. "We
hope to go back later in the year with
quilts and bedding," she says. Wiscon-
sin Federation members may also be
called to give flood relief aid in
neighboring states.

For now, Johnson continues to stay
in close touch with the Madison Red
Cross and with her local sheriff, who
has agreed to receive faxes for her.

See back page for more flood news.

Launched

Committee member Louise
Legreid says the program's goal is for
500 families to contribute $100 per
year to the Y.E.S fund. Contributions
may be made throughout the year, and
will be used for Y.E.S. grants only.

The enclosed pledge form tells
more about how you can help make
this pilot program work.
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* We love to see a minus in the fifth column because it means that
that particular church is actually ahead of their goal.
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Let’s help build churches!

In the North
Dominican

Republic,

five
churches
will cost

only
$25,000!

Dear Wisconsin Church Member, !
Did you know that: S IS gEtmrioras o

AMIGO

e More than 80,000 Adventists live in the Dominican N LA
Republic, about one per 100 population?

* These fellow believers worship in over 300 churches?
* Family income there averages less than $500 U.S. a month?

e Few families can afford to own a car?

(continued on other side)




Wisconsin’s sister conference, the North Dominican, has 85 growing
churches with 22,585 members. 1992 alone brought 1,361 new members. In the
first two months of this year, 500 people were baptized!

Along with such tremendous church growth comes a serious shortage of
churches. “It’s a good problem,” explained Church Ministries Director Silvestre
Gonzales through a translator, when Lake Union officers visited the conference in
March. “Even though we have a problem, we want to have these problems. All
the members including the youth and children, everyone is involved in evange-
lism. We are hoping to finish this soon. We want Jesus to come soon and take us
home.”

In the meantime, however, some congregations meet in homes or in
humble rented buildings, where the walls are cracked and light bulbs dangle
from wires. Why don’t they build new churches?

No money. While there, we saw several churches under construction —
block walls part-way up, weeds poking through. Unfinished, due to lack of
funds.

But we can help! This summer, Wisconsin Conference hopes to raise
$25,000 to build churches in Santiago. With $25,000 from our conference and
matching funds from Maranatha Volunteers International, five churches can be
built.

Please include your gift in the enclosed envelope and give it to your
church by September 30. You can also indicate your interest in actively working
on the churches. We may not all be able to go personally, but we all can give
something.

Sincerely,

Arnold
Swanson
(left),
Conference
President

Ken Wright
(right),
Conference
Secretary/
Treasurer
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News Notes

Conference-Wide:
- At least 1,000 Midwestern homes
have been lost or severely damaged by
flooding. In response to the disaster,
an Adventist Community Services
800 number (1-800-253-3000) was
opened to the public on July 16.
Donors from across North America
are being directed to the nearest
Adventist church or ACS unit if they
have small quantities of items that
cannot be trucked directly to the
. flood sites.

The conference office has issued all
churches a fact sheet and instructions
on collecting items.

- Twelve people were baptized June
26 at camp meeting! The new mem-
bers come from ten Wisconsin
churches; two are students at Wiscon-
sin Academy.

- Over 1,000 names have been turned
in for Project Reclaim. Please
submit all names of former or non-
attending Adventists to be included in
this ministry to: Church Ministries
Dept., Wisconsin Conference, P. O.
Box 7310, Madison, WI 53707.
Deadline: Sept. 1.

- Wisconsin members gave $3,293.95
in the June 21 Project Amigo offer-
ing. The money will help build five
churches in Santiago. Please

remember our goal of $25,000.
Contributions may be made through
Sept. 30.

- The June 26 offering for Milwaukee
Area Evangelism came to $3,481.64.
This year's Wisconsin Evangelism
offering total to date: $5,522.77.

- Y.E.S. Alert! Any student request-
ing a Y.E.S. grant for the 1993-94
school year MUST have the request in
right away. Requests are filled on a
first-come, first-served basis, and
funds are limited. Don't miss out by
waiting until registration on Aug. 22!
Application forms are available at
Wisconsin Academy.

- The Executive Committee voted
June 29 to purchase a satellite dish
for the conference. According to
Conference Treasurer Ken Wright,
the satellite will be used for programs
such as division-wide training semi-
nars, evangelistic series, and General
Conference bulletins. The $3,000 dish
should be installed by early August.

Local Churches:

- The Baraboo Church lost all
Sabbath School materials, library
books, and a piano due to flooding
July 18. Pastor Wendell Springer
reported 51" of water in the basement.

- Members of the Janesville Church
celebrated their first Sabbath in their
new home on June 12. The church
building which they purchased is
located at 1805 Foster Avenue in
Janesville.

- Dedication services for the Madison
East church (910 Femrite Drive,
Madison) will be held Sept. 10-11.
Guest speakers include Pastors John
Boyd and Dan Neergaard.

Coming Up. . .

- Miss Wisconsin USA will speak at
the September Ladies Only Breakfast
held at the Racine Holiday Inn. Call

Jo Kutzner (Racine) for details, 414/

639-6973.

-Wisconsin
Women's
Retreat, Oct.
15-17 at the
Chula Vista
Resort in
Wisconsin
Dells. Guest
speaker:
Barbara
Nelson,
right. For more information call
Aileen Patton, 414/885-2456.
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